B ARCHAEOLO.GICAL AND HISTORICAL RESOURCES
1. ‘Setting

An archaeological reconnaissance of the George Ranch
site was conducted by trained personnel from the Cultural
Resources Facility of Sonoma State University in fall 1979.1
Archaeological studies conducted in the Sonoma Valley locality
yield information which suggests that the earliest inhabitants
entered the area approximately 7,000 years ago.

Archaeologic sites noted within George Ranch include
two middens and two places said to be Native American Graves,

Middens. One Native American site was marked by a
well-develcped midden deposit containing a large quantity of
marine shell and fire-cracked stone. The site measured about
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x 50 meters and was situqted southwest of a havfield. The
site's horizontal dimensions are an estimate of the area as

it would have been prior to midden disturbance. Although the
depth of the midden was not cdetermined, it appeared to be at
least 1 meter deep. Much of the site was destroyed about 3
years ago by individuals seeking Indian relics. Approximately
one—third_oi the site may have been severely altered, zlthough

sonfe midden deposit remains in the excavated area.

lThomas M. Origer, Senior Staff Archaeologist, "An
Archaeological Survey of the George Ranch, Sonoma County
California," Cultural Resources Facility, Sonoma State
University, Rohnert Park, California, September 1979. Copies
of this report are available at the Sonoma County Planning
Department. Dr, David Frederickson, Archaeologist, reviewed
the report for this EIR and noted any areas of potential impact.
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